DROUGHT
DEFINITION – Drought is a natural climatic condition which occurs in virtually all climates, the

consequence of a natural reduction in the amount of precipitation experienced over a long period of
time, usually a season or more in length. High temperatures, prolonged winds, and low relative
humidity can exacerbate the severity of drought. This hazard is of particular concern in Pennsylvania
due to the presence of farms as well as water-dependent industries and recreation areas across the
Commonwealth. A prolonged drought could severely impact these sectors of the local economy, as
well as residents who depend on wells for drinking water and other personal uses. (National Drought
Mitigation Center, 2006).

MITIGATION ACTIONS FOR RESIDENTS
► Personal Preparedness – It is important to plan for disasters. Families may not be together or at
home. Consider completing the following to be prepared.
● Family Emergency Communication Plan (FEMA) serves as a comprehensive checklist for
household disaster preparedness. FEMA Family Emergency Communication Plan Checklist
● Family Disaster Plan (American Red Cross) – Communication networks and electricity could be
disrupted. Planning in advance will help ensure that all the members of your household know
how to reach each other and where to meet up in an emergency.
American Red Cross Family Disaster Plan Template
● Emergency Kits – It is always a good idea to have an emergency kit on hand. Consider basic
items as well as special needs.
Build a Kit (Ready.gov) ready.gov Build-a-Kit
Survival Kit Supplies (American Red Cross) American Red Cross Survival Kit Supplies Checklist
► Emergency Alerts and Warnings – To receive emergency alerts and warnings, refer to the following
websites, mobile apps, and other resources.
● American Red Cross Mobile Apps (Apple App Store, Google Play, or text to “90999”
Mobile Apps - The American Red Cross
● South Central Alert – This service allows residents and businesses in an eight county area to be
notified of an emergency situation and important alert messages in a variety of ways, including
on their cell phones, home and work phones, by text messaging and e-mail.
South Central Alert - Sign Up
● Monitor police news feeds, weather, and news on social media or websites. Receiving periodic
updates is vital.
► Water Conservation Techniques – Residents can use low flow water technology, as well as other
measures to help conserve water.
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DROUGHT
MITIGATION ACTIONS FOR MUNICIPALITIES
► Adopt the York County Hazard Mitigation Plan by resolution or develop and implement a
municipal hazard mitigation plan. York County Hazard Mitigation Plan
► Prepare a Continuity of Operations Plan to ensure that essential functions continue to be
performed under a broad range of circumstances, protecting residents and minimizing business
interruption. Consider what capital improvements are needed to adequately protect business or
properties. FEMA Continuity of Operations Brochure
► Prepare an Emergency Operations Plan which describe who will do what, as well as when, with
what resources, and by what authority – before, during, and immediately after an emergency.
FEMA Guide for All Hazards Emergency Operations Planning Guide
► Coordination – Develop pre-disaster Memorandums of Agreements or Memorandum of
Understanding with adjacent jurisdictions. Build partnerships (neighborhoods, emergency
management/first responders, businesses, utility service providers, and local government agencies
to strengthen response and recovery.
► Public Education and Outreach – Educate residents regarding risk and impact of hazards, how to
prepare and protect themselves and their property. Facilitate funding for mitigation measures and
technical assistance programs that address measures that citizens can take.
► Water Use Ordinances – Communities can pass ordinances to prioritize or control water use,
particularly for emergency situations like firefighting.
► Drought Contingency Plans – Drought contingency plans can help anticipate needs and actions to
take during a drought.
► Groundwater Recharge Provisions – Communities can incorporate groundwater recharge
provisions into zoning and subdivision/land development ordinances.
► Public Water – Municipalities can promote the provision of public water in identified growth areas.
► Hydrogeological Testing – Municipalities can require hydrogeological testing in rural areas to
determine adequate flow and distribution of groundwater for wells.
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